
Poetry Spine 

EYFS Year 1/2 Year 3/4 Year 5/6 
Taken from Year 1 Curriculum 

 

Traditional Poems 

 

Baa, Baa, Black Sheep   

• Diddle, Diddle, Dumpling   

• Early to Bed   

• Georgie Porgie   

• Hey, Diddle, Diddle   

• Hickory, Dickory, Dock   

• Hot Cross Buns!   

• Humpty Dumpty   

• It’s Raining, It’s Pouring   

• Jack and Jill   

• Jack Be Nimble   

• Jack Sprat   

• Ladybird, Ladybird   

• Little Bo Peep   

• Little Boy Blue   

• Little Jack Horner   

• Little Miss Muffet   

• Mary, Mary, Quite Contrary   

• Old King Cole   

• Old Mother Hubbard   

• One, Two, Buckle My Shoe   

• Rain, Rain, Go Away   

• Roses Are Red   

• Seesaw, Margery Daw   

• Simple Simon   

• Sing a Song of Sixpence   

• Star Light, Star Bright   

• There Was a Little Girl   

Year 1 Curriculum 

 

Other Poems, Old and New  

 

Boat (Michael Rosen)   

• Happy Thought (Robert Louis 

Stevenson)   

• I Do Not Mind You, Winter Wind 

(Jack Prelutsky) [See Year 1 

Science]   

• Mary Had a Little Lamb (Sarah 

Josepha Hale)   

• Rain (Robert Louis Stevenson) 

[See Year 1 Science]   

• The More It Snows (A. A. Milne) 

[Cross-curricular connection with 

Year 1 Science]   

• The Wind (Christina Rossetti) 

[Cross-curricular connection with 

Year 1 Science]   

• Three Little Kittens (Eliza 

Lee Follen)   

• Time to Rise (Robert Louis 

Stevenson)   

 

Year 2 Curriculum 

 

• Cats Sleep Anywhere 

(Eleanor Farjeon)  

• The Frog (Hilaire Belloc)  

• A Good Play (Robert 

Louis Stevenson)  

Year 3 Curriculum 
 

POETRY   

• Become familiar with the 

following works:   

▪ Bee! I’m 

Expecting You (Emily 

Dickinson)  

▪ Caterpillars 

(Aileen Fisher)  

▪ Conch Shell 

(Federico Garcia Lorca)  

▪ Discovery (Harry 

Behn)  

▪ Five Friendly 

Farmers (Anon)  

▪ How To Find My 

House (Roger Stevens)   

▪ Hurt No Living 

Thing (Christina 

Rossetti)   

▪ The Answer 

(Allan Ahlberg)   

▪ The Night Before 

Christmas (Clement 

Clarke Moore)  

▪ On the Ning 

Nang Nong (Spike 

Milligan)  

Year 5 Curriculum 
 

A. POEMS  

  

Become familiar with the 

following works:  

• Dreams (Langston 

Hughes)  

• Fog (Carl Sandburg)  

• The Lady of Shallot 

(Alfred, Lord Tennyson)  

• Monday’s Child Is Fair of 

Face (traditional)  

• The Pobble Who Has No 

Toes (Edward Lear)  

• The Rhinoceros (Ogden 

Nash)  

• Sky in the Pie (Roger 

McGough)  

• A Tragic Story (William 

Makepeace Thackeray)  
 
 
Year 6 Curriculum 
 

• A Ballad of London 

(Richard Le Gallienne)   

• The Eagle (Alfred Lord 

Tennyson)   

• If (Rudyard Kipling)   



• There Was an Old Woman Who 

Lived in a Shoe   

• Three Blind Mice  

 

• Hope (Langston Hughes)  

• If Wishes Were Horses 

(traditional)  

• I Know All the Sounds 

the Animals Make 

(Jack Prelutsky)  

• Jumbo Jet (Spike 

Milligan)  

• My Shadow (Robert 

Louis Stevenson)  

• The Owl and the Pussycat 

(Edward Lear)  

• The Pasture (Robert 

Frost)  

• The Purple Cow 

(Gelett Burgess)  

• Pussycat, Pussycat 

(traditional)  

• The Queen of Hearts 

(traditional)  

• Ring a Ring of Roses 

(traditional)  

• Rope Rhyme (Eloise 

Greenfield)   

• Scissors (Allan Ahlberg)  

• Solomon Grundy 

(traditional)  

• The Swing (Robert Louis 

Stevenson)  

• Table Manners [also 

known as ‘The Goops’] 

(Gelett Burgess)  

▪ Rickety Train 

Ride (Tony Mitton)  

▪ Sing a Song of 

Sixpence (traditional)  

▪ Something Told 

the Wild Geese (Rachel 

Field)  

▪ There Is a Young 

Lady, Whose Nose 

(Edward Lear)  

▪ There Was an Old 

Man with a Beard 

(Edward Lear)   
 
Year 4 Curriculum 
 
Poetry  
 
  
 
Become familiar with the following 
works:  
 
  
 
At the Zoo (William Makepeace 
Thackeray)  
 
By Myself (Eloise Greenfield)  
 
Catch a Little Rhyme (Eve Merriam)  
 

• Into My Heart an Air that 

Kills (A. E. Housman)   

• Jabberwocky (Lewis 

Carroll)   

• The Listeners (Walter de 

la Mare)   

• Little Red Riding Hood 

and the Wolf (Roald Dahl)   

• Macavity - The Mystery 

Cat (T. S. Eliot)   

• Some Opposites (Richard 

Wilbur)   

• The Tiger (William 

Blake)   
 



• Thirty Days Hath 

September (traditional)  

• Three Wise Men of 

Gotham (traditional)  

  

▪ Become familiar with 

riddle rhymes.  

▪ Become familiar with 

tongue twisters. 
 

 
 

Colonel Fazackerley (Charles 
Causley)  
 
The Crocodile (Lewis Carroll) [In 
Alice in Wonderland]  
 
The Dragon on the Playground 
(Kenn Nesbitt)  
 
Daddy Fell into the Pond (Alfred 
Noyes)  
 
Dream Variations (Langston Hughes)  
 
Ducks’ Ditty (Kenneth Grahame) 
[Cross-curricular connection to 
'Wind in the Willows' story]  
 
Eletelephony (Laura Richards)  
 
Father William (Lewis Carroll) [In 
Alice in Wonderland]  
 
For want of a nail, the shoe was 
lost… (traditional)  
 
Happiness (A. A. Milne)  
 
Topsy-Turvy World (William Brighty 
Rands)  
 
Trees (Sergeant Joyce Kilmer) 

 


